KEGILD1NG THE CRESCENT
ancient strongholds. Progress should be their
motto, but progress should be reconciled with
tradition, not divorced from it. The dangerous
reverence in which the millions of Asiatic Turkey
still hold the obsolete law of Sheri'at must be
gradually weakened by education of the rising
generation. It cannot be removed by force, and
it is impervious to ridicule. The fanaticism of
the countryfolk on the Asiatic side is deep-
rooted, though the foreigner does not always
appreciate it, as it does not necessarily take the
form of unfriendliness to himself. I lived for
two months in a sparsely populated district of
Asia Minor, without once meeting with incivility.
These reactionary folk are not so hostile to the
European as to the Europeanised Turk, who is
their bane. Not long ago a broadsheet was
circulated throughout Asia Minor complaining
bitterly that the new regime had held the reins
of government for many months without having
carried out a single reform. The new officials,
it is said, were worse than the old, and unless
the law of Sherfat were forthwith adopted, it
threatened a rising of fifteen hundred Fedajis,
who would murder every official in the vilayet
of Aidin.
When the West judges too hastily of the
East, it is a precocious child laughing at the
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